
Prince Charles has a reputation for being a stickler for protocol. It is 

reported that he becomes quite upset by people who, while in con-

versation with him, refer to Queen Elizabeth as “your mother.” There are 

ways of approaching and addressing royalty which are deemed to be 

inappropriate. It is even more important that we respond to the King of 

Kings in a way that is fitting. There can be no doubt from the teaching 

of the New Testament that Jesus’ position is such that he deserves to be 

treated as royalty. 

The King of the Jews

When Jesus was crucified, the inscription above his head, mentioned by 

all four gospel writers, proclaimed: “The King of the Jews.” As F.F.Bruce 

has said, “The title on the cross might have been meant in mockery, but 

the theme of Christ reigning from the tree is central to Christian belief.”1

Jesus refused to be made a king in the popular sense of the word. 

When the crowd saw him feed the multitude, they wanted to make him 

their political ruler. After the impoverishment of years under Roman 

taxation, a king who provided free meals for his subjects would have 
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There are multitudes of references to the coming of the King, but it is 

only with the benefit of hindsight that we will be able to see how they 

all fit together. 

The Jews interpreted the prophecies of the coming of the Messiah 

through the lens of their own political situation. We are in as much dan-

ger as we look forward to the return of the King. We need to be careful 

to avoid a dogmatism that would rigidly insist upon an interpretation 

which conforms to our personal preferences. We see as in a glass darkly. 

When we see him, in the twinkling of an eye we shall all be changed. For 

most of us, one of the first things to be changed will be our thinking 

concerning how and when he will come! 

The reality is that the coming of the king is shrouded in mystery. One 

of the mistakes that the Jews made was to fail to recognize that he would 

come in a number of different ways and at different times. They were 

expecting it all to happen at once. They looked forward to the fulfilment 

of Isaiah 61:2. They anticipated “the year of the Lord’s favour and the day 

of vengeance of our God.” Blessing for the Jews and judgement for the 

pagans were all part of the one package. 

When Jesus stood up in the synagogue and read that scripture, claim-

ing its fulfilment in himself, he proclaimed the year of the Lord’s favour. 

But he omitted to mention the day of vengeance. It was a deliberate and 

significant omission. It was the reason why many Jews ultimately reject-

ed him. They found it impossible to believe that he was the coming king 

when he failed to usher in God’s judgement against their heathen 

oppressors. 

Coming and Coming 

Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem was the fulfilment of many of the prophetic 

scriptures which looked forward to the coming of the king. But there 

remained other senses in which he was still to come. As we look at those 

same scriptures today, it remains true both that he has come and that he 

is yet to come. 

The fact is that the “coming” of the king refers to a number of differ-
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been a welcome relief! His acts of power could have been the prelude 

to the overthrow of the Roman occupation. But Jesus would have none 

of it (Jn 6:15).

Yet while he was not prepared to fit into their stereotype, he did not 

deny that he was a king. When questioned by Pilate on the subject, he 

agreed that he did have a kingdom; he referred to it as “My kingdom.” He 

said, “You are right in saying I am a king” (Jn 18:36,37). He was adamant, 

however, that the nature of his kingdom and kingship were unique. 

The Jews, of course, were expecting a king. They were anticipating 

the majestic splendour and the military might of one who would make 

Jerusalem to be the capital of a world-wide empire. But Jesus was not as 

concerned as they were with the prevailing Roman domination of the 

Jews. He was more concerned with sin and Satan’s domination of all 

mankind. Yet still he used the word king to describe himself.

We cannot frown upon the Jews of Jesus’ day for misunderstanding 

the coming of the King. It was inevitable that they would search the 

Scriptures looking for anything which they could interpret as giving 

them hope in a time of subservience to the occupying Roman army. We 

are all prone to approach Scripture through the perspective of our own 

circumstances and yearnings. We make the coming of the King to mean 

whatever we want it to mean – for when he comes he is always on our 

side! So we heartily sing The Battle Hymn of the Republic:

“Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord:

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored.”

John Brown’s body lay mouldering in the grave, but as a martyr 

among the abolitionists in the north (Glory, glory hallelujah!) his truth 

kept marching on. The coming of the Lord meant that those slave-own-

ing southerners would get their come-uppance! But Robert E.Lee would 

have placed a different interpretation on the Coming of the Lord as he 

was trampled on by his northern foes. Both sides in the same war were 

looking for the coming of the Lord  – but their interpretations of that 

phrase were created out of their own prejudices.

Many prophetic scriptures can only be understood in retrospect. 
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that it was done so that the Old Testament scriptures might be fulfilled. 

Matthew and John both quote Zechariah 9:9:

 “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! 

 Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 

 See, your king comes to you, 

 righteous and having salvation, 

 gentle and riding on a donkey.” 

      

The context of the verse in Zechariah is saturated with references to 

the expected coming of the prince from the royal house of David. That 

was why Jesus planned to ride into Jerusalem in that way. “He wished it 

to be known that he was presenting Himself to the city in that day of his 

visitation, not as a warrior-Messiah but as a peaceful prince – and indeed 

as Israel’s shepherd-king” (F.F.Bruce).2 

It was a royal procession that led to a cross rather than to a palace. 

But it was the climax of three years of ministry among the Jews in which 

Jesus had demonstrated his kingship. He had shown himself to be the 

ruler over the forces of nature, over the demonic principalities and pow-

ers, over sickness and over death. As he rides into Jerusalem, those who 

have heard his teaching and witnessed his actions are invited to acclaim 

him as king.       

The Jews failed to recognize the coming of their king. Jesus mourned 

over the city that had rejected him; he had come to his own but his own 

received him not. Nonetheless, his status as king remained intact. He was 

still king but his kingdom would no longer be Jewish. The kingdom 

would be taken from the Jews who rejected him. It was given to others 

who would bear fruit (Mt 21:43). Citizenship in his kingdom would be 

on the basis of grace not race. 

Coming or Going?

If his entry into Jerusalem was marked by the rejection he suffered at the 

hands of his own historic people, then another coming of which the 
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ent events. Even in the New Testament that is true. For example, he told 

his disciples just prior to the Transfiguration that they would see him 

“coming in his kingdom” (Mt 16:28). He said it was to occur before many 

of them had died, so he could not have been referring to what we com-

monly call the second coming. 

He speaks of coming in a different sense in John 14:23. There he has 

in mind the fact that he will come in spirit to those who love and obey 

him. There is no implication of a physical coming. He promises to come 

to dwell within the believer. 

In contrast, he promises to come to those who are disobedient with 

a further kind of coming; to them he will come in judgement. In that 

context he said, “You will not finish going through the cities of Israel 

before the Son of Man comes” (Mt 10:23). Again it cannot be the second 

coming that is in mind here. We know that will not occur before the 

disciples have taken the message of the kingdom not only into all Israel 

but also into the whole world (Mt 24:14). 

There are many other references that speak of different sorts of com-

ing. There are references, of course, that speak of his physical return at 

the Last Day. It is vital that we understand this variety of types of com-

ings of the king. If we fail to do so, we only interpret his coming as being 

at the end of time. We then render his coming as being irrelevant in the 

present. 

That was what the Jews did. They missed the significance of his com-

ing in the present because they interpreted the coming of the king in 

the light of the expectations that actually had to do with a later dimen-

sion of his coming. We must recognize the coming of the king in the 

present as well as in the future. 

While we look forward to the ultimate coming of the king at the 

consummation of the age, the Bible speaks of his coming in other senses 

which are equally important. When he entered Jerusalem riding on a 

donkey, it was recognized as a coming of the king. When he rode on the 

clouds in the ascension, the Scriptures also speak of him as a coming 

king. 

The entry into Jerusalem was highly significant. Jesus chose his mode 

of transport deliberately and the gospel writers are careful to point out 
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in his commentary on this passage: “I think it is rather to be referred to 

his ascension; when he returned to the Father, the eyes of the disciples 

followed him till a cloud received him out of their sight (Acts 1:9). He 

made that cloud his chariot wherein he rode triumphantly to the upper 

world. He comes swiftly, irresistibly, and comes in state, for he comes 

with the clouds of heaven.”4 In the eyes of the heavenly throng, Jesus is 

coming. 

This coming clearly has to do with Jesus’ kingship, for having 

approached the Father he was given dominion, a kingdom that would 

never be destroyed. It is consistent with other references in the proph-

ecy of Daniel which also speak of the establishing of an indestructible 

kingdom. It is to take place during the process of history, not simply at 

the end of time. 

Daniel describes that kingdom in chapter 2. The kingdom appears “in 

the time of those kings” (v.44), i.e. during the course of history. It does 

not result in the immediate overthrow of the present age. It is as a small 

rock which strikes the idol of human government and gradually (over 

time and in time) becomes a mountain that fills the whole earth.  

It is this kingdom that the Son of Man was coming to receive from 

his Father. And at his ascension he received it. All the parables which 

speak of the kingdom’s growth and increasing influence in the world are 

built on this foundation. Their fulfilment is guaranteed because of the 

coming of the king: he has already received all authority at his ascension, 

on the basis of his completed death and resurrection. 

The Coming has Come

Why have we considered these two passages of Scripture which speak 

of the coming of Jesus into Jerusalem and into the heavenly throne-

room? It is because they illustrate the fact that the Bible speaks of the 

coming of the King in reference to the past as well as to the future. Part 

of his coming already has come to pass!

We look forward with great anticipation to his final coming. We know 

that he will come from heaven with the trumpet call of God and the 
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Scriptures speak is in complete contrast. His arrival in heaven was a tri-

umphant procession. When he ascended on high he led captives in his 

train, having triumphed over his enemies in the cross. He was acclaimed 

as the King of Glory as the gates of heaven opened to receive him. 

Daniel describes this coming for us, in a magnificent picture of the 

heavenly throne-room. The scene is set in the earlier part of chapter 7. 

The Ancient of Days (God the Father) has taken his seat and is surround-

ed in his splendour by the multitude of his attendants. Then Daniel 

writes: 

“I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man coming 

with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was 

led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; 

all peoples, nations and men of every language worshipped him. His 

dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his 

kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” (7:13,14) 

This passage is crucial to our understanding of a number of impor-

tant New Testament themes. Most are agreed that it forms the back-

ground for Jesus’ choice of the title “Son of Man” as the description he 

most frequently used of himself. It must also have been in his mind when 

he spoke of the Son of Man coming on the clouds, in the Olivet Discourse 

(Mt 24:30). 

So what was it that Daniel prophesied? One scholar who thinks that 

the scene takes place on earth is G.R.Beasley-Murray.3 But even he 

admits that most scholars see this scripture as describing a heavenly 

location. If the coming is to heaven rather than to earth, it cannot be 

speaking of what we have commonly called the Second Coming. 

We need to know whether Jesus is coming or going. It all depends on 

the vantage point. If a man is leaving his office to go home, his wife will 

think of him as “coming” while his secretary will think of him as “going.” 

So far as Daniel’s prophecy is concerned, if the scene is set in heaven, 

the coming of the son of man describes a direction which would be 

referred to as going, when seen from an earthly perspective. 

Matthew Henry, having considered alternative interpretations, writes 
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Certainly when Peter was interpreting the events of Pentecost to the 

crowd of amazed onlookers, he seemed to understand it in this light. He 

described the outpouring of the Spirit as the activity of great David’s 

greater son, having been seated at the right hand of the Father. It was the 

gift of the king who had been made both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:33-36). 

It is as if the Holy Spirit was Jesus’ coronation gift. Having received the 

gift from his Father, Jesus gave it to the church. As a consequence, on the 

day of Pentecost men saw the kingdom of God coming in power. It has 

been coming in power ever since.

It was this interpretation of events which quickly resulted in the 

persecution of the church. To believe that incidents on earth were 

earthly expressions of the heavenly coronation of the ascended King 

Jesus was highly offensive. 

When Stephen was arrested, his death sentence was inevitable when 

he started speaking in these terms. He looked up to heaven and saw the 

glory of God, and Jesus standing at the  right hand of God. “Look,” he said, 

“I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 

God” (Acts 7:56). 

The Jews understood the implications of what he said. They knew 

this to be a reference to the prophecy of Daniel. But they could not 

believe that the Son of Man had come to take his appointed place, that 

the promised King was on his throne, and that the King was Jesus. Such 

supposed blasphemy infuriated them. They stoned Stephen to death. The 

concept of the Kingdom of God is still blasphemous – to the humanist 

who will have no king but man and man’s ideas.

Rejecting the Servant-King

The murderous response of the Jewish leaders was the logical conclu-

sion of their response to Jesus when he rode into Jerusalem on the 

donkey. The multitudes of heaven joyfully received the coming King as 

he ascended to the right hand of the Father. But the crowds of Jerusalem, 

in spite of an outward show of initial enthusiasm, rejected the coming of 

the King to their city. 
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dead in Christ will rise. Those of us who are left will be caught up with 

them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with 

the Lord for ever. (1Thess 4:17) But if we think of the coming of the king 

as only having reference to the final coming, we will miss much of what 

the Bible teaches about his kingship which has relevance for the present 

as well as the future. 

The Biblical references to the timing of the king’s coming are delib-

erately ambiguous. There is always an element of mystery, for we are not 

permitted to know precise times or dates that have been set by the 

Father. All that we can do is hold in tension the fact that the king has 

come, is coming, and will come. 

It is not the purpose of this book to present a fully realized eschatol-

ogy which ignores the yet-future dimension of the Kingdom of God. But 

it is hoped that we will not lose the reality of what is supposed to be our 

experience of the presence of the kingdom, by a pre-occupation with 

speculations concerning the future. 

Jesus himself said, “I tell you the truth, some who are standing here 

will not taste death before they see the Kingdom of God coming with 

power” (Mk 9:1). Matthew’s account of the same statement refers to 

Jesus’ disciples seeing, in their life-time, the Son of Man coming in his 

Kingdom (16:28).

Jesus did not make mistakes in his timing. And we must interpret 

these verses, as all others, in their obvious common-usage sense. There 

was to be some form of the coming of the Son of Man in his kingdom 

and in power that was to be fulfilled in the first century.  

G.E.Ladd comments on these Scriptures: “Many scholars understand 

the word about the Kingdom of God coming in power to be a reference 

to the transfiguration, which was itself a kind of preview of the parou-

sia.”5 He then goes on to quote approvingly the fact that F.F.Bruce sees 

the fulfilment of Jesus’ words in Pentecost: 

“The outpouring of the Spirit and the coming of the Kingdom of God 

are two different ways of viewing the ministry of Jesus; both are mani-

fested in partial measure before his death, but only after his death ... will 

the kingdom come with power, will the Spirit be poured out in fullness.” 
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My Place or Yours?

When Jesus overturned the tables of the money changers, he demanded 

that the temple should be used for prayer not commerce. But he did not 

go to the authorities for planning permission or a change in the zoning 

regulations, seeking a permit for change of use for the premises!

Instead he claimed sovereignty. Quoting Scripture, he said, “MY house 

will be called a house of prayer” (Mt 21:13). The chief priests had 

thought it was their house; at least, they assumed that they had been put 

in charge of it. But when Jesus walked in, he proclaimed the crown 

rights of the king to call it “My house.” On that basis he alone had the 

authority to determine what was allowed to happen there.

This is very important. It establishes the right of Jesus, as the king, to 

walk into any and every situation and to determine what is acceptable 

in that situation. Sovereignty has practical consequences. There are many 

“temples” that are being put to inappropriate uses. Jesus, as king, has the 

right to walk in and make changes. The king comes to each temple and 

demonstrates his sovereignty by bringing the life of the temple into con-

formity to the Word of God.

We see in this that the coming of Jesus was not primarily to save that 

which is ours. The religious leaders wanted Jesus to baptize their efforts 

and ventures, and save them from the ravages of the Romans. But Jesus 

came to rule that which was His. Certainly he came to save; but his salva-

tion was intertwined with his kingship. To separate our experience of 

Jesus as Saviour from our acknowledgement of him as King, is to fall into 

the same error in which the Jewish leaders became trapped.

What was true of the temple in Jerusalem is true of other temples 

today. The New Testament speaks of our bodies as being temples of the 

Holy Spirit. Many such temples are being put to uses that are grossly 

inappropriate. Jesus, the king, now reserves the right to enter and make 

radical changes.

As in the case of the story which we are considering, the changes 

that he makes will be based on Scripture. “It is written,” he said; and then 

he went on to describe what was written in Scripture that would define 

an appropriate use of the temple. The Puritans understood that God had 
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The story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem is instructive for us. It warns 

of the dangers of rejecting the king in that expression of his kingship in 

which he is currently coming. They looked forward to some future com-

ing of the king in judgement to overthrow the enemies of God’s people. 

But in looking for the warrior-king riding on a white horse, they missed 

the servant king riding on a donkey.

It is possible to miss an opportunity to welcome a celebrity. Winston 

Churchill tells the story of a time when he wanted to encourage the 

veterans with whom he had fought during the Boer War. Decades had 

now passed, and Churchill was a national hero after the victory of World 

War II. He decided to visit some of his old comrades in a nursing home, 

and arrived suitably attired in military uniform, complete with his 

impressive array of Boer War medals.

Churchill walked over to a veteran sitting in an armchair, expecting 

his presence to brighten the countenance of the old man. But the old 

soldier hardly stirred. “Don’t you know who I am?” asked Churchill. “No!” 

replied the old campaigner, “But if you ask at the desk, they’ll be able to 

tell you.”

The king came to their city and the Jews failed to recognize him. As 

Jesus left the city he wept. He knew that their rejection of him would 

bring the judgement of God upon them. As he lamented over the city, he 

mused on the reason why it would be left desolate. It was because they 

“did not recognize the time of God’s coming” to them (Lk 19:44).

There was much in the economy of God which remained in the 

future. But the Jewish nation had received a real visitation from God 

which was described in terms of the coming of the king. In the oppor-

tunity of the moment, when the king came into the temple, the Jewish 

leaders confirmed their rejection of him.

It is interesting that in Matthew’s account of the entry into Jerusalem, 

the response of the chief priests and elders was to challenge Jesus: “By 

what authority do you do these things?” (21:23). The central issue was 

one of sovereignty – who was in charge in the temple? The things that 

Jesus had been doing, the things over which they questioned his author-

ity, were twofold. He had been purging the temple and healing the sick 

(Mt 21:12-17). Both were expressions of kingship.
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12:28). His supernatural power demonstrated the reality of his kingship. 

The religious leaders had been plagued by the odious comparisons 

that people were constantly making between them and Jesus. Every time 

he preached, the crowds were amazed. They were astonished because 

“he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law” 

(Mt 7:29). His authority drew stark attention to the lack of authority of 

the religious leaders.

The gospels are full of accounts of the astonishment of the crowd. In 

all their religious experience, they had never seen such authority. They 

expressed amazement when Jesus taught (Mt 13:54), when he ruled over 

nature (Lk 8:25), when he healed (Mt 15:31), and when he cast out 

demons (Lk 4:36). They had never seen such power in their leaders.

The final straw was Jesus doing these things in the temple courts. The 

chief priests and elders of the people could take no more. They were 

being discredited on their own territory. They had to challenge his 

authority. Their own authority was being undermined in this visible dem-

onstration of the coming of the kingdom.

There remains a danger that the message of the Kingdom of God will 

be rejected by those who feel threatened by the supernatural evidence 

of the power of the king. The people in Jesus’ day were amazed at the 

power which he possessed. They had never seen such things happening. 

And for many of us, the realm of miracles, healing and deliverance has 

been outside our personal experience.

The king who has come and who is coming, has authority over 

nature, sickness, death and demons. His kingdom will reveal the reality 

of that authority. Rather than feeling threatened because of our own 

inexperience in such realms, we should welcome the coming of the 

king. He is restoring a dimension of his government into the life of the 

church that is vitally needed.

The Jews, however, rejected the king. In doing so, they opened up a 

way for the Gentiles to become the recipients of their inheritance. When 

the Jews failed to receive Jesus as king when he rode into Jerusalem, he 

told them that the kingdom would be taken from them and given to a 

people who will produce fruit (Mt 21:43). The church is that people.

Paul develops this thought in Romans 11. He makes it clear that the 
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left such a biblical record of His requirements. It was for this reason that 

the first Puritans were described as “Precisians”: they sought to apply the 

directions of the Word of God with the same preciseness with which 

they held that he had revealed it.

One of their number, Richard Rogers, was once riding with a local 

lord of the manor who persisted in berating him about his “precisian” 

ways. The aristocrat asked the Puritan pastor what it was that made him 

so precise. “O Sir,” replied Rogers, “I serve a precise God.” J.I.Packer com-

ments on this incident:

“A precise God - a God, that is, who has made a precise disclosure of 

his mind and will in Scripture, and who expects from his servants a cor-

responding preciseness of belief and behaviour - it was the view of God 

that created and controlled the historic Puritan outlook.”6

Having been recently involved in a construction project, I am very 

aware of the multitude of building regulations which govern the con-

struction and usages of a new church building. The spiritual temple is 

similar in this regard. As King, Jesus has precise requirements as to “what 

is written” concerning his house. Sadly many continue to reject his 

kingly coming as much as the Jews did of old. But our discussion of the 

fact of his heavenly coming in his ascension should help us to realize 

that his kingship does not depend on our acceptance of it. He has been 

acclaimed king in the courts of heaven. His kingship is not threatened by 

us. But the temple which failed to acknowledge his coming was ulti-

mately left without one stone standing on another.

The Supernatural Servant 

Jesus also expressed his kingship in another way. Not only did he over-

turn the money changers; he also healed the sick. Yet the chief priests 

were angered by this as much as by his house-clearing operation. Again 

the issue was authority. Jesus had said earlier, “If I drive out demons by 

the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom of God has come upon you” (Mt 
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in practical obedience in everyday life. We dare not speak about the 

kingdom nor sing about the king without fruit in our lives. We shall con-

sider some of the practical areas in which that fruit should be found.

If such fruit is not found in our generation, the fulfilment of the gos-

pel of the kingdom which is being proclaimed in our time will be taken 

from us and given to another one that will bear fruit. The king will be 

seen in his glory on the earth. Our response to his kingship will deter-

mine how much of that glory will be enjoyed in our day.

FOOTNOTEs

1 F.F.Bruce: This is That,  p.31 
(Exeter: Paternoster Press; 1968)

2 ibid  p.107

3 G.R.Beasley Murray - Quoted by J.J.Davies: Christ’s Victorious Kingdom,  p.43 
(Grand Rapids MI: Baker House Books; 1986) 

4 Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible,  Vol II,  p.1269 
(Wilmington DE: sovereign Grace Publishers; 1972)

5 G.E.Ladd: A Theology of the New Testament,  p.209 
(London: Lutterworth Press; 1974)

6 J.I.Packer: A Quest for Godliness,  p.114 
(Wheaton IL: Crossway Books; 1990)

PART 1   THE HEART OF THE KINGDOM

62



Gentile church dare not be complacent in its privileges. He warns of the 

possibility of the branches that were grafted into the tree of God’s peo-

ple also being cut off if they do not bear fruit (vs. 19-24).

Foliage or Fruit

The fruit that is being looked for is a proper response to the King. We 

began the chapter by commenting that there are appropriate and inap-

propriate ways of responding to royalty. The correct response to Jesus is 

humble submissiveness and grateful obedience. Anything less is tanta-

mount to a rejection of his kingship. The kingdom continues to be taken 

from those who do not bear its fruit.

On his way into Jerusalem, Jesus cursed the fig tree (Mk 11:12-14). It 

was a symbolic action. The tree was covered in luxuriant foliage, but it 

was bearing no fruit. As such it was a picture of Israel. It pre-figured what 

was about to happen in the city.

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, he was met with waving palm branch-

es. It was a great show of leaves, like the foliage of the fig tree. The 

branches were waved as the crowds shouted words of acclamation. But 

the words proved to be empty; by the end of the week, the same crowd 

was calling for Jesus’ death. The fig tree symbolized empty words. There 

was an outward show of obeisance to the king, but there was no fruit.

In our day, much is being said about the Kingdom of God. At the same 

time, there is a new dimension of praise being released into the church 

in which great crowds of people are singing words of royal acclamation. 

All of this is indicative of a springtime of new life as the fresh foliage 

adorns the tree. But sooner or later, the king will come looking for fruit.

The writer to the Hebrews describes praise as the “fruit of lips that 

acknowledge his name” (Heb 13:15). By that definition, the shouts of 

“Hosanna” by the Jerusalem crowd were not praise. In the reality of their 

lives they never acknowledged him to be the coming king of whom they 

spoke. It is that danger which confronts us today.

The central theme of this book is that there is a coming of the king 

that has relevance in our day, and that we must discover what that means 
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