
PART II   

The Extent of the Kingdom





Small is beautiful, we are told. Health food fans try to convince us that, 

despite billions of hamburgers sold, Big Mac need not mean Good 

Mac. But it is over simplistic to believe that reducing the quantity auto-

matically improves the quality. Small Mac does not necessarily mean 

Good Mac. In fact most junk food addicts would be happier if their burg-

ers could be both better and bigger! We need to keep issues of quality 

and quantity distinct. So far as the church is concerned, we are certainly 

looking for an improved quality of spirituality. But it is neither wrong, 

nor inconsistent with expectations of higher quality, to expect growth.

The church has got used to commending smallness. We rationalize 

that by saying we are not interested in numbers: it’s quality that counts, 

we say. We rejoice in being a “faithful remnant.” The danger is that we 

hide behind such terminology to avoid asking difficult questions about 

why we are so small and insignificant. Is that possibly related to the qual-

ity of church life? Before we take pride in our smallness, we should 

compare our vocabulary with that of Scripture. Certainly the Kingdom 

is described in restrictive qualitative terms; Jesus spoke of the narrow 

door. But it is also described in massive quantitative terms: it is a moun-

tain that fills the whole earth.

We have become preoccupied with defeatism and smallness. Our 
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images of god are the twentieth century equivalent of the graven images 

of the Old Testament. Sociologist Robert Bellah1 conducted extensive 

interviews with average Americans to discover the nature of their reli-

gious beliefs. The response of a woman named Sheila was typical.

“I believe in God,” she said. “I can’t remember the last time I went to 

church. But my faith has carried me a long way. It’s ‘Sheila-ism’. Just my 

own little voice.” Instead of recognizing that man is made in the image 

of God, man has constructed his own god mentally in the image of man. 

But such a god has no real existence any more than the man-made idols 

of old. Sheila may follow her own little god. But one day she will have to 

give account to the real God. Her denial and replacement of Him does 

not alter the reality of His existence and government.

Men think they can resist God’s authority. But we see in Psalm 2, he 

simply laughs and reminds them that he has installed his king: 

“Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot in vain? The kings 

of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the 

Lord and against his anointed one. 'Let us break their chains,’ they say, 

‘and throw off their fetters.’ The one enthroned in heaven laughs; the 

Lord scoffs at them. Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them 

in his wrath, saying, ‘I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill’.” (Ps 

2:1-6) 

Men’s refusal to acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus does not in any 

way alter the fact that he is Lord, nor even that he is Lord over their lives. 

But the wise thing to do is to fit in with the central fact of the universe, 

rather than fight against it. So the Psalm exhorts us: 

“Therefore you kings be wise; be warned you rulers of the earth. 

Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son lest he 

be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his wrath can flare up in 

a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.” (Ps 2:10-12) 

We are to kiss the Son. The only hope for man is to embrace the one 

whose kingdom embraces all. There is nowhere to hide. The same 
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mind-set is that of the ghetto or the remnant. But the writers of Scripture 

were not so pessimistic. Their belief in the greatness of God transcended 

any circumstantial set-backs they may have been facing. God’s throne 

remained the unalterable and over-riding reality. 

The Psalmist exalted in his confidence in the King. “The Lord reigns, 

he is robed in majesty and armed with strength. The world is firmly 

established; it cannot be moved. Your throne was established long ago; 

you are from all eternity.” (Ps 93:1,2) 

We piously pray that God’s kingdom will be extended; we even ask 

that our gifts will be used “for the extension of your kingdom.” But the 

Psalmist was convinced that God’s kingdom had already been extended 

to include sovereignty over all the nations. He said in Psalm 99:1,2, “The 

Lord reigns, let the nations tremble. Great is the Lord in Zion; he is 

exalted over all the nations.” 

There is no area beyond the reach of his sovereignty. “For God is the 

King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise. God reigns over the 

nations; God is seated on his holy throne” (Ps 47:7,8). The extent of the 

kingdom is such that it cannot be extended! 

That which is true on a universal level must also apply to us on a 

personal level. If his authority over the nations is complete, his rule must 

include me as well. Whether or not particular individuals or institutions 

choose to recognize this is not the issue. His kingdom exists and he 

reigns over all. 

The King of All Men 

The Bible is clear that God rules over all people. Millions refuse to 

acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus, but God’s ability to pursue his will 

is not diminished in the least. Even when men conspired to put Jesus to 

death, it all worked out according to “God’s set purpose and foreknowl-

edge” (Acts 2:23). Even rebellion did not alter the ultimate authority of 

the throne.

In North American culture, people have tried to dethrone God by 

replacing him with a god constructed in their own image. Novel mental 
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would never have allowed any to base their hope of salvation on such 

law-abiding behaviour. But for those who are saved by grace, the stan-

dard remains intact. 

The all-encompassing requirements of holy living are illustrated for 

us in Zechariah 14:20,21. There we are told that “Holy to the Lord” will 

be inscribed upon every horses’ bell and every cooking pot. Every pot in 

Jerusalem will be as holy as the sacred bowls in front of the altar in the 

House of the Lord.  

This represents a radical assault on the distinction between the secu-

lar and the sacred. It reveals that all areas in life are to be regarded as set 

apart for God and to come under his government. Horses may no longer 

be our usual mode of transport, and the style of cooking utensils may 

have changed: but the shock remains – God expects holiness to be dis-

played in our driving and eating! 

Bumper stickers proliferate, and some purport to proclaim Christian 

truths. “If you love Jesus, Honk!” we are exhorted. Such stickers are often 

an embarrassment to the faith when onlookers see the behaviour of the 

man behind the wheel. But “Holy to the Lord” is not just a new bumper 

sticker for cars. It declares that Christians have to learn what holiness 

means in such things as the way they drive. It is not just another decora-

tive fridge magnet. It is a reminder that holiness has to do with self-

control in our eating habits as much as with our participation in worship 

services.

If we had read the Old Testament sufficiently seriously, we would 

have been ready for this. While many of the laws set down for Israel are 

hard to comprehend in a twentieth century culture, we should at least 

have realized that the details of the legislation reveal a God who is inter-

ested in the minutiae of human life. Not only is he interested; he has 

established the required standards of his government in such matters. 

Seen in this light, much of the Old Testament takes on a new rele-

vance. For example, Exodus 21:28-32 gives warnings to the owners of 

incorrigible bulls. Where inadequate precautions are taken to restrain a 

bull that is known to be dangerous, the passage speaks of the owners 

responsibility for any who are harmed by it. Modern western man quick-

ly glosses over such a passage as a quaint reminder of a rural past. But 
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thought is equally clear in the New Testament where we are introduced 

to the king of whom the Psalmist prophesied. Paul is just as adamant, 

when he is extolling the glory of Jesus’ kingship, that every knee shall 

bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. “God is 

dead!” proclaimed Nietzsche. Now he knows he was wrong. He, too, has 

had to bow the knee – but it is too late for him.

The only two possibilities are to willingly embrace the lordship of 

Jesus now, or reluctantly admit it later. For those who postpone the deci-

sion, God is well able, in the meantime, to over-rule the intentions and 

actions of the most rebellious men, and make them fit into his master-

plan.     

The King of All of Life
 

Not only does God’s rule cover every man, but also his government 

holds sway over every area of every man’s life. His authority reaches into 

every detail. God’s government of man’s life is not arbitrary. The stan-

dards that he has set are clearly established in his Word. We are told: “It 

is God’s will that you should be holy” (1Thess 4:3). That means that we 

are to be totally set apart for him, to walk in his ways. And God is precise 

in his definition of those requirements.

Paul wrote, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of 

God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2Tim 3:16,17). 

Notice that all scripture provides the standard for every good work. The 

comprehensiveness of God’s revealed word covers every eventuality; it 

determines how our works (i.e. our behaviour) can be good. As Cornelius 

Van Til has said, “The Bible is authoritative on everything to which it 

speaks. And it speaks of everything.”2 

We need also to remember that when Paul wrote to Timothy, the 

Scriptures that he had in mind were the Old Testament. In that one state-

ment he authenticated the continuing validity of the Old Testament as 

the standard of behaviour for God’s redeemed people. Of course, as the 

prime opponent of any doctrine of salvation by works of the law, he 
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Which of us has not been to some sporting competition and been trou-

bled by the inconsistency of the umpire’s decisions? The original intent 

of Paul’s language has been spoiled by a relativistic generation which 

says, “If it feels good, it must be OK.” The absolutes of God’s standards 

have been replaced largely by a decision making process based on feel-

ings. Consequently some Christians “feel peace” to engage in activities 

that are clearly opposed to God’s law. 

But this was not what Paul had in mind when he wrote of the peace 

of Christ as our umpire. He was writing to a church that had a problem 

with legalism. There were those who regarded human regulations as 

being able to make a life of holiness possible. Paul is adamant that the 

key to victory is to be found in the work of Christ on Calvary, and our 

identification with him. Rules have no power to save or sanctify. 

In describing the ineffectiveness of rules, Paul is not advocating law-

lessness as the antidote for bondage to regulations. We must not flee 

from legalism to antinomianism.  There is, after all, still to be an umpire, 

an enforcer of rules, in our lives. That umpire is to be the peace of Christ, 

but not in a relativistic “feelings” sense. We shall see this if we pursue the 

figure of the umpire a little further. 

In a sporting contest, the umpire does not make up the rules; he only 

enforces them. His task has two essential requirements: a complete 

working knowledge of the rules of the game and full vision of all the 

activities of the players. His skill is determined by his ability to relate 

these two elements. 

Every activity comes under the scrutiny of the relevant rules. So it is 

with the peace of Christ. The umpire is not some arbitrary inner feeling. 

The umpire of the peace of Christ is intended to enforce the objective 

and unchanging facts of the rule book of life. The solution to the legal-

ism/antinomianism dichotomy is in the relationship between the peace 

of Christ and the Word of God. A closer look at our text will reveal that 

this is what was in Paul’s mind. We need the word as well as the peace. 

In fact an inner sense of peace can only be an umpire when it is based 

on the indwelling word. There can be no umpire without a full working 

knowledge of the rules of the game. 

Thus Paul proceeds, “Let the peace of Christ rule (umpire) in your 
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God also had us in mind in the principles encapsulated in such scrip-

tures. We see here our responsibility as social beings before God. 

A modern equivalent would be to drive a car, having been warned 

that the brakes are defective. Any resulting accident would be both a 

crime and a sin. But even if there were no accident, to drive would be a 

sin in that it disregards the principles that God has laid down, which he 

expects to govern every area of a man’s life.  

We can see, therefore, that there is no area of privacy, in which we 

can hide from the demands of the kingdom. God’s will does not simply 

relate to the spiritual or religious aspects of life. There is no spirit/matter 

dualism. The King requires comprehensive obedience, and to that end 

we are given two related means of understanding the will of God. 

              

The Umpires: the Word and Peace

The practical requirements for holy living are made known to us through 

the Word of God and the Peace of Christ. In partnership together, they 

provide the objective and the subjective aspects of discovering the will 

of the King. Taking them together avoids the twin dangers of legalism 

and antinomianism. 

Paul tells us in Col 3:15 that the required standards of the kingdom 

will be worked out in our lives when we “let the peace of Christ rule in 

our hearts.” As Maclaren points out, “The figure contained in the word 

translated rule is that of the umpire or arbitrator at the games, who, look-

ing down on the arena, watches that the combatants strive lawfully.”3 

The umpire is the one who enforces the rules. When there is any 

dispute, he is the one whose knowledge of the rule book is the final 

authority. So, Maclaren continues, “When contending impulses and rea-

sons distract and seem to pull in opposite directions, let her [i.e. peace] 

settle which is to prevail. How can the peace of Christ do that for us? We 

may make a rude test of good and evil by their effects on our inward 

repose. That stillness of spirit is very sensitive and shrinks away at the 

presence of an evil thing.”4

But as Maclaren warns us, the peace of Christ is only a “rude test.” 
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The preparation for experiencing such peace, as outlined in verse 8, is 

that we fill our minds only with that which is wholesome. If we have 

filled ourselves with anything else, the God of peace will not be with us. 

In such a state we dare not make any decisions on the basis of some 

subjective inner feeling. Eve’s problem was that the Word of God had 

been crowded out of her mind by the undermining lies of the serpent.

Paul continues in verse 9, that we are to put into practice what we 

have learned or received or heard from him. In other words, behaviour 

is to be governed by the Word of God that has been preached. Only then 

can we be sure that the feelings we rely so heavily upon are really the 

peace of God governing what we do. 

Feelings of peace alone are too subjective. There is an important role 

for the conscience, but it is not infallible. The Scriptures speak of those 

whose consciences have been “seared” (1Tim 4:2). It is as if their nerve 

endings have been burned and there is no longer any sensitivity. The 

danger of filling the mind with that which is not wholesome is that the 

conscience becomes seared. The Spirit of peace is like a gentle dove that 

cannot settle on troubled waters. When he is driven away by a mind that 

is hostile to the Word of God, we are unable to make proper judgements. 

The Unbreakable Law

We have seen that the Kingdom of God is all-embracing. God rules over 

all people, and God’s law governs every area of life. Psalm 2 describes the 

futility of trying to withstand God, yet men still try. But the Psalmist is 

clear that we all face two basic options: we can attempt to defy God’s 

government, or we can “kiss the Son” (or, embrace his will). 

Irrespective of whether we rebel or submit, God’s laws are univer-

sally applicable and cannot be broken. Man cannot break God’s laws; 

those laws always break the man who tries to defy them. This can be 

illustrated in the natural realm. The law of gravity cannot be broken. Men 

may choose to defy it, but their attempts do not change it. Such defiance 

only leads them to the place where the law of gravity will break them. 

They can jump from a great height in defiance of the law, but it is they 
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hearts...and...let the word of Christ dwell in you richly” (Col 3:15,16). We 

cannot merely do whatever we feel just because we have a sense of 

inward peace as our umpire. Feelings must be submitted to the Word of 

God. If we are well acquainted with the rule book of life, our conscience 

will help us to enforce those rules as our umpire. Paul makes a similar 

point in Romans 12. Again the goal that he is after is holiness, whole lives 

that are pleasing to God. He wants us to be able to come to a subjective 

understanding of what the will of God is. But this requires that our 

minds have been renewed, that our thinking is conformed to his Word, 

not to the patterns of this world. 

So we can see that the peace of Christ is not a subjective feeling. It is 

an inner awareness of an objective fact – the Word of God. The umpire 

of peace bases his decisions on the written law. In order to function 

properly, peace must be fed the right information. 

The settling of moral issues has been reduced to a subjective matter 

in much of our modern thinking. But moral choices have to be settled 

on the basis of God’s Word, not on feelings. When Eve ate the fruit in the 

Garden of Eden, it was because the idea “felt good” and probably the fruit 

tasted good. But it was not good. The peace of God should have been the 

umpire in the sense that she knew within herself that what the serpent 

was saying did not fit with the rules that God had already laid down, 

regardless of how she felt about them.

Paul always achieves a perfect balance when he discusses such 

issues. Colossians 3:16 has a balancing parallel passage in Ephesians 5:17-

19, where the same concept is presented except that the word “Spirit” 

replaces “Word.” We tend toward one or other of the two extremes, but 

spirit and word are two sides of the same coin to Paul. 

Similarly, Colossians 3:15 has a parallel verse in Philippians 4:7. The 

context of this latter verse adds another balancing dimension to our 

understanding of how peace is to govern our heart and mind. In verse 7, 

Paul talks of the peace of God keeping guard over us. After adding a fur-

ther thought, he concludes verse 9 by saying, “And the peace of God will 

be with you.” The word “and” links this phrase with all that has gone 

before. If you do this, then the peace of God will be with you. Thus the 

peace will be with you when you have fulfilled the foregoing conditions. 
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He bases this idea on Jesus’ clear statement: “The Kingdom of God is 

within you.”  The context (Lk 17:20) reveals the startling fact that he said 

this to the Pharisees, not to the disciples. It applies to the unregenerate 

and the rebellious as well as to the obedient and believing. 

So, says Jones, “The laws of your being are the laws of the Kingdom 

of God.” He cites Moffatt’s translation of Ephesians 4:22,23, which speaks 

of “…that nature which crumbles to ruin under the passions of moral 

deceit.” His conclusion is that “the great moral imperatives laid down in 

the biological and psychological structure of human beings guarantee 

the ultimate triumph of the good.”5

This helps us to understand how Jesus could say that his yoke is easy 

and his burden is light. John reiterates the same thought when he tells 

us that Jesus’ commands are not burdensome (1Jn 5:3). E.Stanley Jones 

draws the obvious conclusion from such scriptures that the right thing 

morally is the healthy thing physically, economically and sociologically. 

Inevitable Law Enforcement

Obedience is physically healthy because morality is written in our genes 

as well as in the Bible. We have seen from Proverbs (e.g. 13:11), that fol-

lowing God’s ways makes economic sense. It also makes relational sense. 

The healthy way to get along with your neighbours is to love them as 

yourself. “You don’t have to love your neighbour as yourself, but if you 

don’t, you won’t be able to get along with your neighbour, and you won’t 

be able to get along with yourself. So God has us hooked.”6

The laws of the kingdom are self-executing; the payoff is automatic 

in the person who tries to break God’s laws. There is nowhere to hide 

from God’s kingdom. All men are under the government of the King. 

Every area of life is under the scrutiny of his comprehensive law. That 

law is unbreakable. Men arrogantly assume that they can defy it, but it is 

men, not the law of God, that are fragile. Heaven and earth will pass away 

before one dot of God’s revealed will can be lost. “Sin is slow or fast 

suicide, but it is suicide.”7    

There is an interesting example of how God’s law is always vindi-
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and not the law of gravity that will be harmed. 

Jumping does not break the law of gravity; it merely illustrates it. The 

principle applies in the spiritual realm. The very sins that we commit 

have a built-in breaking mechanism, designed to show the folly of our 

ways and push us back toward God. For example, sexual activity outside 

the directions of God’s law carries its own penalty. Paul says that he who 

sins sexually sins against his own body (1Cor 6:18). Such offenders bear 

the consequences of their actions in their own bodies (Rom 1:27). 

Proverbs describes the man going into adultery as having an “arrow 

pierce his liver... little knowing it will cost him his life” (Prov 7:21-23). 

The same can be seen in other areas. Those who steal are also shown 

to be harming themselves. “These men lie in wait for their own blood: 

they waylay only themselves”(Prov 1:18). “Dishonest money dwindles 

away”(Prov 13:11). 

What is true for such blatant rebellion to God’s law is equally appar-

ent in the more subtle issues of thoughts and attitudes. Many people 

who entertain hateful thoughts toward some other person may make 

plans in their own imagination as to how to get even. The reality is that 

such thoughts do less harm to the intended victim than to the person 

doing the planning. The mind of the bitter man is trapped in a cycle of 

endless video replays in which his thoughts loop continually around the 

same scenarios of revenge. The physical symptoms of a bitter spirit are 

often clear for all to see.  

Another example is God’s command concerning tithing. The Bible 

makes it clear that to fail to tithe is tantamount to robbing God (Mal 3:8-

10). Yet this passage is not simply saying that we must not rob God; it 

says we cannot rob him. If we fail to tithe it does not mean that God is 

any worse off; we are. For it is we who are deprived of the blessing 

which follows obedience (Mal 3:11). God’s self-sufficiency is such that 

he will not be troubled by our feeble giving. 

E.Stanley Jones had a clear revelation that sin carries its own payoff. 

One of the basic premises of his book, “The Unshakeable Kingdom and 

the Unchanging Person,” is that human nature is basically allergic to sin. 

Evil is an attempt to “live life against itself,” and it cannot be done. So evil 

is not only bad – it’s stupid! 
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is to make men see that they are already under God’s rule. Their rebellion 

does not diminish the sphere of God’s rule. It only hurts them. To 

embrace the Son is to enjoy the blessings that come from submissive, 

willing obedience to God’s law. 

The principle is established in Deuteronomy 28. Those who are dis-

obedient are under a curse (v.15). The rule of God is upon them in 

restraint and judgement. Those who are obedient enter the sphere in 

which the rule of God is operating on their behalf to bless them. They 

truly enter the kingdom, not merely in the sense of submitting to the 

kingdom, but also because to such people belongs the privilege of ruling 

in the kingdom. They may carry authority on God’s behalf. 

God’s desire in giving us the kingdom is that we should be the head 

and not the tail (note vs 1,7,13). The blessing of being given authority 

can be ours in every aspect of our lives. The promises relate to domestic 

life (v.4,5). We can rule what happens in our household. They affect our 

productivity and work (v.8). In society at large, we are to be blessed in 

the city (v.3). We should be salt and light in such a way that we are the 

major influence in determining the nature of our society. In everything 

we should be the head. 

The day that Adam fell in disobedience, he ceased to be the head that 

God had appointed him to be in the earth. He became the tail and his 

attempts to rule the earth became a perpetual struggle. But Jesus came 

to undo the effects of that curse and to institute God’s new government 

on the earth again. 

By redeeming and restoring men in the image of God, Jesus restored 

man to his creation mandate. He is to subdue the earth through science, 

agriculture, commerce, industry, art, education – and every other legiti-

mate human pursuit. His calling is to exercise dominion over all things, 

under God. 

The whole of creation has been groaning, waiting for the restoration 

to be brought in by the redeemed sons of God (Rom 8:19-22). It groans 

because the universe is designed to operate under the Kingdom of God. 

There is stress wherever the world is not managed according to the 

stipulations of the King. 

With this in mind we can understand the great commission that Jesus 
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cated, in R.J.Rushdoony’s book, “Law and Society.” His research has 

unearthed an old book from the 17th century by Sir Henry Spelman 

about the inevitable historical consequences of sacrilege.  

He documents the consequences of the dissolution of the monaster-

ies that was begun by King Henry VIII in Britain in 1536. Henry’s action 

was in violation of God’s law in that he appropriated that which had 

been given to God in tithes and offerings. The buildings and their con-

tents had been dedicated to God, so the king had no right to re-distribute 

the wealth among his supporters. But that which belongs to God cannot 

ultimately be taken from him. 

The story of the recipients of that booty is illuminating. Spelman 

discovered that by 1632, only fourteen out of the 630 families that had 

benefited by being given church land were still in existence. He fur-

nished clear evidence of God’s judgement on 600 families.  

Part of the research concentrates on a particular area of England 

where there were 260 gentlemen who received some of the spoils of the 

church. Less than 60 of them were able to have sons to inherit the prop-

erty. For 80% of the beneficiaries, ownership of the property by the fam-

ily was lost within a generation. 

The law establishes that God is entitled to the first fruits of all our 

increase. He cannot be robbed. History illustrates the inevitable calling 

in of the first-born, and more, as belonging to God.8

It is important, therefore, for us to realize that when we call men to 

respond to the demands of the Kingdom of God, we are not champion-

ing God’s cause for him. It is not a question of bringing his laws out of 

retirement. They have not been lost in some dark closet, where the dust 

has settled on them, as in Josiah’s day. God’s kingdom and his law word 

are alive and working well. 

The Blessings of Obedience

The plight of much of the western world is ample evidence that disre-

garding God’s ways bears inevitable consequences. To proclaim the 

kingdom is not merely to tell people that they must obey God. Rather, it 
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I was met at the airport by missionaries and had not yet ventured out of 

the mission compound. I had travelled a great distance, but I had not 

touched the world. The believers who gathered that night came together 

after long hours working in schools, hospitals and government offices. It 

was they, not me, who had gone into all the world. I had travelled to a 

distant nation, but they had touched the world.

The fact of the kingdom is established and is clear for all who have 

eyes to see. The choice is between embracing the Son or trying to work 

against the grain of the universe. Some people say that Jesus and his 

kingdom represent impractical idealism. But every departure from the 

laws, principles and attitudes of the Kingdom of God has turned out 

badly, is turning out badly and will turn out badly. 

As E.Stanley Jones wrote, “Jesus was not proscribing a set of laws, but 

describing how life is and how it works. The punishment for not heeding 

is not imposed, but exposed. Break these laws, principles and attitudes 

and you get broken. If the way of the kingdom is difficult, the way of the 

opposite is impossible.”9   

FOOTnOTEs        

1  Quoted by Charles Colson: Against the night,  p.98 
(Ann Arbor MI: servant Publications; 1989) 
The theme of man creating god in his own image is developed in: 
Os Guinness & John seel (Ed.): no God but God 
(Chicago Il: Moody Press; 1992) 

2  Cornelius Van Til: The Defense of the Faith, p.8 
(Philadelphia: Presbyterian & Reformed Publishing Co.; 1967)

3  Alexander Maclaren: Colossians & Philemon,  p.322 [The Expositors bible] 
(london: Hodder & stoughton [Twelfth Edition])

4 ibid p.323

5  E.stanley Jones: The Unshakeable kingdom and the Unchanging Person, p.127ff 
(nashville Tn: Abingdon Press; 1972)

6  ibid p.54f

7  ibid p.147

8  R.J.Rushdoony: law and society, p.44ff 
(Vallecito CA: Ross House books; 1982)  

9  E.stanley Jones, op.cit. p.174

PART 2   THE ExTEnT OF THE KInGDOM

80



gave to his church, the agents of his kingdom. His command in Matthew 

28:18-20 is far bigger than an evangelistic mandate. It includes both the 

call to personal salvation and a cultural mandate. Nations have to be 

discipled; whole societies have to learn to obey the government of God.  

Jesus instructed us to teach them “to obey everything I have com-

manded you.” This brings us back to the comprehensiveness of his word 

and government. He had taught them about far more than personal salva-

tion and devotion. His “everything” touched every area of life, just as the 

Old Testament word had touched every area (Deut 6:7-9). 

We have been sent into the world with this commission, to bring the 

nations under his discipleship program, which relates to the whole of 

man’s life, personally and socially. With the commission, he gave his full 

authority, and the  promise of his presence. Jesus never told anybody to 

do anything which was impossible. We therefore respond to his sending 

with confidence of victory. 

Satan cannot win. He has tried to rebel. But the Kingdom of God is 

so built into the fabric of the universe, that rebellion always brings with 

it the curse of failure! We have our marching orders: “Go!” We are to go 

into all the world with the gospel of the kingdom. We are to carry the 

good news that life works better when you live it God’s way. 

We may have gone into nearly all the nations with the gospel, but we 

have not gone into all the world. The world in Scripture is not so much 

a geographical term, but one which describes humanity organized apart 

from God. We have to go into all the world, into every area of society. The 

mandate starts, but does not end, with personal salvation. God’s all-

embracing kingdom will be seen in the world and in the nations. 

I remember teaching on the Great Commission to a group of African 

believers in Uganda. I had travelled thousands of miles to a distant con-

tinent and foreign culture, armed with my Bible and a series of messages 

to preach. Surely I was fulfilling the great commission by going into all 

the world?

Most of those who heard my preaching had never left their native 

Uganda. Had they failed to take the Great Commission into all the world? 

No! I had sat on a plane for many hours, insulated from the real world 

by a set of headphones and a good Christian book. On arrival in Uganda, 
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